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Prometheus is removed from the divine sphere and is
given a soul of his own. But his divinity and his original
relation with Pandora in the myth are preserved as a
cosmic counterplot, enacted independently in the celestial
sphere. The happenings of the other world are the things
that take place on the further side of our consciousness,
that is in the unconscious. The Pandora interlude, there-
fore, is a presentation of what goes on in the unconscious
during the suffering of Prometheus, When Prometheus
vanishes from the world, destroying every link that binds
him to mankind, he sinks into the depths of himself, into
his walled-in isolation—his only object himself. And
'godlike3 withal, for God, according to his definition, is
the Being who is universally self-contained, who by virtue
of his omnipresence has Himself as universal object.
Naturally Prometheus does not feel in the least godlike—
he is supremely wretched. After Epimetheus has come
to spit upon his misery, the interlude in the other world
begins, in that moment, naturally, when all Prometheus'
relations to the world are suppressed to the extreme limit
Experience shows that it is such moments that yield
the unconscious contents the likeliest possibility of gaining
independence and vitality, even to the point of over-
powering consciousness *.
Prometheus' condition in the unconscious is reflected
in the following scene.:
" And on the clouded morning of the same day, in a still
and solitary meadow above all the worlds, wandered God, the
creator of all life, pursuing the accursed round in obedience
to the strange nature of his mysterious and sore sickness. For
by reason of this sickness he could never make an end of his
revolving task, might never find rest for his feet upon the weary
path; but ever with measured stride day after day, and year
after year, with heavy gait, and bowed head, with furrowed
brow and distorted countenance, must he make the round of
i Cf. Jung, The Content of the Psychoses (Collected Papers, ch, xii) ;
Idem, Psychology of the Unconscious.

